
With two paramedic progression opportunities running side by side, there have been many
questions raised by EEAST staff through the dedicated webinars and Learner Voice inbox. Please
refer to the relevant adverts and websites which have all been provided to allow you to form
your own comparison of the two programmes.

Your Questions
Answered

Paramedic Progression
Opportunities

Learner.Voice@eastamb.nhs.uk

What are the entry requirements and am I eligible? 
Following the webinars, there was a large quantity of questions relating to individual circumstances
surrounding eligibility. Both Trac adverts will have clear eligibility criteria, as well as the Trust comparison
advert and Webinar discussions. Please access this information, as well as the UOC website and Medipro
website for specific entry requirements. If you are still unsure after accessing all this information, then
please also refer to the 'FAQ's by current job role' section of this release. The Learner Voice inbox is
monitored by members of the team who may be able to help, however response times will be impacted
by limited working days over Christmas and evolving Covid-19 pressures.

Completion time - Medipro is a one year (entry at year two) programme, while the Degree
Apprenticeship is a two year (Entry at year 2) programme. 

Award - The University of Cumbria course offers the award of BSc (Hons) for successful completion
of all elements, while the Medipro course is a Level 6 Diploma. If you are looking to progress into
specialist practice, management or further study, a BSc (Hons) is frequently seen as the minimum
academic requirement for entry onto these routes. However, both courses will award you a
Paramedic qualification allowing for HCPC Registration on successful completion.

Entry Requirements - Due to the Degree Apprenticeship being a formal degree programme run by
a University, the entry requirements are robust and defined. It is important to recognise that you are
applying for a university course, therefore the academic requirements for entry are to ensure you are
able to meet the academic demand. Please see the Bridging Course Information for further guidance.

What is the difference between Medipro and the University of Cumbria routes?
There are several fundamental differences between the two routes, and it is important that you read and
understand all the information provided to you prior to applying. 

So which course is right for me?
Unfortunately, that decision is down to you to decide depending on your current circumstances, whether
you hold the entry requirements and where you see your career going. Both opportunities are a very
good opportunity to progress to paramedic, however both offer unique selling points. 



Entry Requirements - 
Information by current EEAST role

If you have specific questions that you do not believe are
answered in this information release, then please contact
Learner.Voice@eastamb.nhs.uk.

If you are a qualified AAP with 2 years operational experience and you meet all entry
requirements then you are able to apply to either the Medipro or UOC route. 

If you do not have 2 years operational experience (which starts from the date you left your
training centre), then you do not currently meet the requirements for the Degree
Apprenticeship. However, there will be future opportunities, allowing you to gain the
required experience and apply once you are eligible. 

If you are an AEMT with two years operational experience who has gained the FutureQuals
Level 4 award, but is awaiting an EPA you are eligible to apply for either route so long that
you meet all other entry requirements. 

If you are an AEMT who has not gained the FutureQuals Level 4 award then you must first
complete you current Apprenticeship before applying to another progression pathway.  

There will be future Paramedic Degree Apprenticeship routes available. 

If you are an IHCD Emergency Medical Technician, then you must hold an up to date Level 4
Qualification (Equivalent to FutureQuals AAP etc) to be eligible for the Apprentice
Paramedic pathway. IHCD is not an accepted Qualification for the Degree Apprenticeship.

There will be an opportunity to undertake a bridging course, run by EEAST and UOC in
order to allow you to progress onto the Degree Apprenticeship. Please see the Bridging
Course FAQ's for more information.

If you are an ECSW or Apprentice ECSW, currently you are not eligible to apply for the UOC
Degree Apprenticeship. 

The Trust are working hard to improve progression routes for ECSW's, therefore please
look out for future updates regarding bridging courses and other opportunities.
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IHCD Qualification will be taken into consideration for the Medipro Diploma.



Bridging Course FAQ's

If you have specific questions that you do not believe are
answered in this information release, then please contact
Learner.Voice@eastamb.nhs.uk.

What if I don't have the academic requirements for the University of Cumbria
course?

If you don't currently meet the entry requirements, there will be a future paramedic
progression route for you. However, this route is not yet available and therefore
unfortunately you will not be eligible for the current application. There will be a future
advert and application opportunity for EEAST staff who require a bridging course to enter
on to the Degree Apprenticeship. The bridging course will be a collaboration between
EEAST and UOC to ensure you are prepared for the Apprenticeship and Level 5 and 6
study. More information will be released on this option in 2021.

I have completed part of the Trust Student Paramedic programme, however I was
unable to complete the pathway. Will my Foundations of Paramedic Practice
programme be accepted as an equivalent?

Unfortunately, the Foundations of Paramedic Practice was an internal award designed to
progress you through the EEAST Student Paramedic pathway, therefore does not hold any
credits from an awarding body such as FutureQuals, QualSafe etc and can't be accepted as
an equivalent. 

I am a Senior EMT with many years experience, does my experience not count in
place of a bridging course? Why would newer staff be offered a progression
opportunity before me?

Your experience is highly valued and will be very beneficial in a progression to Paramedic.
However, due to this being an application to a University course, the entry requirements
are academically focused in order to ensure you are able to study at the required level. As
with all university courses, there is a standard entry requirement that must have been
achieved. Members of EEAST who have a Level 4 qualification such as the AAP cohorts or
AEMT's who have completed their apprenticeship will need at least 2 years operational
experience as well as the qualification. The bridging course will ensure you also have the
opportunity to progress onto the degree apprenticeship, however more information will be
released at a future date surrounding this option. 


